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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-3, 5-7, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Okada (US Patent 5,757,510). 

With respect to claim 1 , Okada discloses the following kinds of information are 
registered in the line group definition table 7 (stored in facsimile mail apparatus 3): line 
numbers corresponding to physical lines, group names of groups to which the lines 
belong; names of functions including special delivery, broadcast delivery, and 
confidential delivery functions; names of network types such as a PBX and a public 
network (col 4, lines 32-38), which reads on a delivery condition storage for a plurality of 
registering delivery conditions to determine to which recipient facsimile image data 
should be transferred, the facsimile image data being received from another device over 
PSTN or other networks, and delivery information or instructions being carried together 
with the facsimile image data; 

and the second main processor 12 constitute a control system of the facsimile 
mail apparatus 3 for a delivery management means for determining a sending line 
group to be used when sending facsimile information to a plurality of facsimile terminals, 
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by referring to the management information stored in the storage means (col 2, lines 7- 
1 1 ), which reads on a control unit for determining one or more recipients of the facsimile 
image data in accordance with one or more delivery conditions that match the delivery 
information or instructions of the facsimile image data, and for transferring the facsimile 
image data to the determined one or more recipients. 

With respect to claim 2, Okada discloses a sending line control portion 28 
governs sending lines between the exchange 2 and the facsimile mail apparatus 
3. A sending line transfers facsimile information from the facsimile mail apparatus 3 
(col 3, lines 45-48), which reads on the control unit transfers the facsimile image data to 
the determined one or more recipients in accordance with protocols suitable to the 
respective recipients. 

With respect to claim 3, Okada discloses priority is given to the functional 
condition, division can be such that the group A assigned to special delivery comprises 
10 lines, the group B assigned to time-specified delivery comprises 10 lines, and the 
group C assigned to ordinary delivery comprises 22 lines (col 7, lines 3-7), which reads 
on the delivery conditions include day and time of data transfer. 

With respect to claim 5, Okada discloses a computer communication processing 
portion 20 for controlling communication with a computer terminal 18 disposed in a 
remote place, and a medium converting portion 21 (col 3, lines 62-65), which reads on 
the recipients include a client machine connected to the other networks. 

With respect to claim 6, Okada discloses a computer communication processing 
portion 20 for controlling communication with a computer terminal 18 disposed in a 
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remote place, and a medium converting portion 21 (col 3, lines 62-65), which reads on 
the recipients include a client machine connected to the other networks via the internet. 

With respect to claim 7, Okada discloses a computer communication processing 
portion 20 for controlling communication with a computer terminal 18 disposed in a 
remote place, and a medium converting portion 21 (col 3, lines 62-65), which reads on 
the recipients include a facsimile machine connected to the other networks via the 
internet. 

With respect to claim 15, Okada discloses when data or control information is 
received by a call-accepting line management portion 30 via the computer 
communication processing portion 20 or the FAX/voice communication processing 
portion 22, a log-in check on the data or the control information is carried out by 
referring to the subscriber management table 5 (col 5, lines 1-6), which reads on a 
means for receiving data from a first device over a first network together with delivery 
information or instructions; and the sender condition is set ON in the call-issuing line 
selection definition table 6 (FIG. 10(c)), and once this setting is confirmed, the 
management table 32 for managing the call-issuing line used by a subscriber (FIG. 
10(a)) is referred to, so as to determine, on the basis of the call-issuing line groups 
registered therein, the line group to be used when issuing a call (col 6, lines 1-7), which 
reads on a means for transferring the data to a second device if the delivery information 
or instructions match at least one of a plurality of predetermined conditions. 

With respect to claim 16, Okada discloses that the facsimile mail apparatus 3 
constitutes a mail center by being connected to the exchange 2 either for a PBX or for a 
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public network (col 3, lines 34-37), which reads on wherein the first network includes at 
least one of PSTN, LAN and internet, and the data is facsimile image data. 

With respect to claim 17, Okada discloses that the facsimile mail apparatus 3 
constitutes a mail center by being connected to the exchange 2 either for a PBX or for a 
public network (col 3, lines 34-37), which reads on wherein the data is transferred to the 
second device over at least one of PSTN, LAN and internet. 

With respect to claim 18, Okada discloses a case where the sender 01 sends a 
special delivery facsimile mail to the receiver 99, it is found, by referring to the line 
group definition table 7 (FIG. 12(b)), that the group A is assigned to the special delivery 
function (col 5, lines 51-55 and Figs 12B and 14B), which reads on wherein the 
predetermined conditions include day and time of data transfer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okada 
(US Patent 5,757,510) in view of Nosaki et al (US Patent 6,016,386 A). Okada 
discloses: 

the following kinds of information are registered in the line group definition 
table 7: line numbers corresponding to physical lines, group names of groups to 
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which the lines belong; names of functions including special delivery, broadcast 
delivery, and confidential delivery functions; names of network types such as a PBX and 
a public network (col 4, lines 32-38), which reads on a delivery condition storage for a 
plurality of registering delivery conditions to determine to which recipient facsimile 
image data should be transferred, the facsimile image data being received from another 
device over PSTN or other networks, and delivery information or instructions being 
carried together with the facsimile image data; 

Okada does not disclose expressly that the control unit transfers the facsimile 
image data to a printer associated with the facsimile machine or another printer 
connected to the other networks when data delivery to at least one of the determined 
one or more recipients fails. Nosaki et al discloses that if a transmission retry operation 
is performed N (3) times (YES in step ST468), a transmission error flag is set (step 
ST472), and the flow advances to transmission document print processing (step ST474 
in FIG. 31 A). If the transmission is normally terminated (YES in step ST466), the flow 
advances to the transmission document print processing (step ST474) (col 18, lines 51- 
57). Okada and Nosaki et al are analogous art because they are from the similar 
problem solving area of alternative output of data. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of Nosaki et 
al to Okada in order to obtain an alternate output of sent data. The motivation for doing 
so would be to provide data in print form that failed in transmission. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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3. Claims 8-14 are allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Claims 8-14 are allowable over the prior art of record because the Examiner 
found neither prior art cited in its entirety, nor based on the prior art, found any 
motivation to combine any of the said prior art which teaches preparing a list of one or 
more recipients, to whom the received facsimile image data will be transferred from the 
facsimile machine over another network, based on delivery conditions stored in a 
storage unit of the facsimile machine, and further determining whether a flag for causing 
a printer of the facsimile machine to print the received facsimile image data should be 
raised based on the delivery conditions. 

5. Claims 19 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8733. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached at 703-305-4863. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, DC 20231 

or Faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only ). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 

Arlington, VA Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 




KIMBERLY WILLIAMS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMIh*££. 



